
 

 

September 29, 2022 

 

Greetings, neighbors of Wingehaven Park! 

If you are a frequent user of Wingehaven Park, you have probably noticed the Vashon Park District’s 

engagement with an environmental restoration specialist to address the property’s invasive species – most 

notably the ivy on the ground and trees. We will likely wrap up the work on the ground ivy by late October and 

the tree work by the end of the year.  

I am writing to inform you of the remaining timeline on the project but also to ask that you consider invasive 

species remediation on your own property. We would like to continue our work at Wingehaven, but given the 

reinfestation rate on the north end of the island, we fear we will be throwing good money after bad. The seed 

sources must be controlled before attempting further restoration.  

Working with this environmental restoration specialist has been very eye-opening to me, as I have become 

better informed about how damaging invasives are to our natural environment. Ivy and other invasives slowly 

supplant native plant communities that results in starving wildlife through loss of diverse food sources -- 

invasives being the number two cause of species extinctions. In the words of our contractor (who is also a 

Vashon resident), “In my assessment, Vashon is on the edge of losing its environmental integrity and 

becoming an invasive wasteland. This will affect bird, pollinator, and wildlife populations -- and property 

values, if that is the lowest common motivator.” 

The single most important step is to cut ivy off trees to save the tree and reduce seed production. Ivy flowers 

and seeds when it climbs vertically. See the different stages of ivy growth below.  

 

 

Ivy in flower         Ivy in seed with birds spreading “seed rain.” 



For more information about what YOU can do to address and prevent invasive plant growth, please visit the 

website www.seedrain.org.  Or please let me know if there is interest in gathering five or more neighbors in 

the area, as I am working to schedule weekend workshops with restoration experts for do-it-yourself efforts 

on private property. 

Thank you for your consideration! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Elaine Ott-Rocheford 
Executive Director 
Vashon Park District 
eott@vashonparks.org 
206-463-9602 
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